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CCC Merger Inquiry Notice No. 16 of 2017 

Notice of Inquiry into the Acquisition of Various Entities within the Sadolin Group of 

companies by Kansai Plascon East Africa Proprietary Limited  

It is hereby notified in terms of Article 26(6) of the COMESA Competition Regulations (hereinafter 

referred to as the “Regulations”) that the COMESA Competition Commission (the “Commission”) 

after receiving a notification in terms of Article 24 of the Regulations involving Kansai Plascon 

East Africa Proprietary Limited (“Kansai EA”) and Sadolin Paints’ operations in Kenya, Uganda, 

Tanzania, Zanzibar and Burundi (“the Target”) intends to embark on an inquiry in terms of Article 

26 of the Regulations.  

The parties submitted that the acquirer, Kansai EA, is a holding company based in Mauritius. 

Kansai does not have any activities in the Common Market, other than through its fellow 

subsidiaries, Kansai Plascon Proprietary Limited (South Africa) and Kansai Plascon Kenya 

Limited. Kansai EA is a wholly owned subsidiary of Kansai Plascon Mauritius Proprietary Limited, 

which in turn is a wholly owned subsidiary of Kansai Plascon Africa Limited (“Kansai South 

Africa”). Kansai South Africa is a subsidiary of Kansai Paint Co. LTD (“Kansai Japan). Kansai 

Japan is a global company with major operations in Japan, China, East Asia, South Asia, South 

East Asia, the Middle East, Europe and Africa. It is one of the leading paint manufacturers and 

distributors worldwide with a diverse product offering covering the decorative, industrial, protective 

coatings and automotive space. The Kansai Group is active in the following Member States: DRC, 

Egypt, Kenya, Malawi, Mauritius, Seychelles, Swaziland, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

The parties submitted that Target is a market leader in the East African paint industry, with a 

history dating back to 1959. The Target a significant manufacturing group in East Africa with 

operations in the following Member States: Burundi, DRC, Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda. The 

Target is involved in the importing, manufacturing, trading and exporting of paint, paint related 

products, and accessories. The acquisition of the Target is part of Kansai Japan’s global 

expansion strategy. This acquisition further proves Kansai Japan’s long-term commitment to the 

African continent. Kansai South Africa believes that the benefits of the transaction will extend to 

all stakeholders of Kansai South Africa and the Target, including distributors and other business 

partners. Within the context of the Common Market, Kansai South Africa believes further that the 

transaction will serve to promote and enhance foreign direct investment and economic integration 

within this region.  

The Commission will, in accordance with the provisions of the Regulations, determine among 

other things whether or not the merger is likely to substantially prevent or lessen competition 

within the Common Market. In view of this, the Commission hereby gives notice to all interested 
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stakeholders, including competitors, suppliers and customers of the merging parties to submit 

written representations to the Commission with regard to the subject matter of the proposed 

inquiry by emailing them to: smaseko@comesa.int. All written representations should be sent to 

the Commission not later than 16th June 2017.  

Should you require any clarification or additional information, please do not hesitate to contact 

our Ms. Siboniselizulu Maseko on +265 1 772 466 or via email at smaseko@comesa.int. 

All written representations submitted to the Commission will be treated with the strictest 

confidentiality and will only be used for the purpose of this inquiry. 
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